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Parent Survey Response Rates

• Overall PPS – 15.51%

• 6-12 schools – 18.32%

• SciTech – 49.17%

–Big Thanks to Ms. Theuret for her efforts

–Demonstrates that SciTech parents are 
invested in this school



Parents Recommend SciTech

87% of SciTech parents would recommend 
this school.



Challenged to Do Their Best

79% of SciTech parents believe their child is 
challenged to do his/her best. And 36% of those 
Strongly Agree.



SciTech Parents are More Likely to Agree 
on the Following Positive Statements

• People in the main office are welcoming

• Teachers welcome you

• The parent organization welcomes you

• Your child's school gives useful information about 
improving your child's progress

• Your child is challenged to do his/her best

• Adults at the school care about your child

• Your Child is treated fairly regardless of race or 
cultural background



SciTech Parents are More Likely to Agree 
on the Following Positive Statements

• Knowing who to talk to for information and getting a 
timely response

• School makes an effort to bring important matters to 
your attention

• School provides information on when parent meetings 
occur

• School provides opportunities to make recommendations 
on events, activities, dress code, guidelines, etc.

• School provides opportunity to recommend agenda item 
for parent meetings



Communication

• SciTech parents are fairly happy with the 
amount of communication they receive from 
the school – and more satisfied than the 
average PPS parent.

• SciTech parents overwhelmingly prefer e-mail 
communication, which is more popular with 
SciTech parents than other PPS parents.



Other Survey Results

• Bullying does not appear to be a greater problem 
at SciTech than at other PPS schools. However, 
28% of parents who had a bullying issue report 
that it was not resolved. This was better than the 
PPS average, but still too high.

• SciTech students are more likely than average to 
have access at home to a computer, printer and 
the internet than average PPS students.

• SciTech parents are well informed about the 
Pittsburgh Promise.



Improving Social Progress

• Last year parents identified a lack of social 
progress (i.e. making friends) as a challenge
– Only 72% of parents were satisfied with their 

child’s social progress.

• In this year’s survey, SciTech numbers vastly 
improved in that category – higher than PPS 
and other 6-12 schools
– That number jumped to 83%

• Brainstorming on this last year was successful



So…Where did SciTech Parents 
think SciTech could Improve??
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SciTech Parents were Less Satisfied 
than Other PPS Parents

• School’s strategies for dealing with disruptive 
students (55% of PPS parents agree that their 
school has effective strategies for dealing with 
disruptive students; whereas only 52% of 
SciTech parents agree with that statement).
– Last year that was 52% of PPS and 47% of SciTech

• Academic progress of students (79% of PPS 
parents are satisfied with their child’s 
academic progress. At SciTech it was 73%)



Following IEPs and GIEPs



Parent Involvement at SciTech 
(a hot topic for discussion)
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Parental Involvement at SciTech

SciTech has less parent volunteers than both the PPS 
average and 6-12 average.



Parental Involvement at SciTech

SciTech has less parents that “often” attend parent 
meetings than the PPS and 6-12 averages.



Parental Involvement at SciTech

SciTech has less parents that “often” attend 
school events than the PPS and 6-12 averages.



Why is Parental Involvement Difficult 
for SciTech Parents?

Time  and understanding of what their child is learning are the 
biggest constraint to parents’ participation in their child’s education



BRAINSTORMING QUESTIONS
(small groups)

• How can SciTech get more parents involved?

– How can time constrained parents still help?

• What are ways SciTech could educate parents 
about what their children are learning so they 
feel better equipped to be involved in their 
child’s education?

• In what areas would you like to see SciTech 
improve?


